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Executive Report

- Executive Summary

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
the President of the United Arab Emirates, the second Eye on Earth Summit
convened on October 6 - 8 at the St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort in Abu Dhabi.

The Eye on Earth (EoE) Summit 2015 was sponsored by the Environment
Agency — Abu Dhabi (EAD), through Abu Dhabi Global Environment Data
Initiative (AGEDI), with the approval and funding received from the General
Secretariat of the Executive Council (GSEC). The Summit was organized
by the Eye on Earth Alliance consisting of, in addition to EAD, the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP), World Resources Institute (WRI),
International Union for the Conversation of Nature (IUCN), and the Group on
Earth Observations (GEO). His Highness Sheik Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan
attended the Opening Ceremony along with local dignitaries, Ambassadors,
and regional and international high-level representation.

The Eye on Earth Summit 2015 convened 740 delegates from 103 countries
representing the diverse sectors working on environmental data issues.
Throughout the 3 days, prominent global experts, scientists, and policy
makers discussed the environmental data problems facing both developing
and developed countries in the context of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and the Post-2015 Development Agenda.
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A world where environmental and associated social and economic
information, combined with citizen engagement, improves decisions
leading to sustainable development.

Eye on Earth networks and builds capacity across diverse knowledge
communities to improve decision-making for sustainable development.
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Recognizing the importance of environmental data in supporting informed decision making for sustainable
development, the Eye on Earth movement was conceived in 2010 by AGEDI, who is an aoffiliate entity of EAD,
in collaboration with UNEP. The Eye on Earth movement is a growing global movement committed to
closing the environmental data gap by improving the availability of and access to data and supporting
decision makers with the interpretation of that data and the identification of risks and opportunities
based on the knowledge acquired.

Eye on Earth is committed to address the global challenge of improving access to environmental
information and to support and strengthen existing efforts and enhancing the sharing and interchange

of environmental, societal and economic data and information, and knowledge, provided by the
diversity of knowledge communities, to support sustainable development.

The Eye on Earth community, the backbone of the movement, consists of a network of organizations and
scientists, engineers, government officials, academics, private sector and civil society representatives
from around the world who work to improve access to quality environmental data and information for
sound decision making for a more sustainable future, to address the gap in environmental data, and
build capacity and know-how in data and information usage in all regions. The EOE Community is diverse,
far-reaching and represented by all segments of society, including ordinary citizens and indigenous
communities who possess a wealth of data and information pivotal to our global sustainable development
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In December 2011 EAD, through AGEDI, and in partnership with UNEP, convened global leaders, innovators
and decision-makers to the inaugural Eye on Earth Summit. The major outcome of the Summit was the
development of a visionary declaration, endorsed by 48 countries, that includes 14 quiding principles which
form the foundation of all Eye on Earth work. Eight Special Initiatives (SIs) were also created and form the
pillar of the strategy to deliver on the EoE mission. The 8 SIs are divided into two parts: foundational
and thematic.

Thematic Special Initiatives: address specific environmental and societal issues.

e Eye on Biodiversity - Seeks to motivate people, government agencies and organizations to share their
information and data on biodiversity to maintain the delicate balance of our world

e Eye on Disaster Management - Seeks to develop the human, institutional, and technical frameworks and
data infrastructure needed to better plan for and respond to natural disasters at every level of society

e Eye on Oceans and Blue Carbon - Supports the collection of data on coastal and ocean ecosystems and
making them useful in the context of fighting climate change as well as the maintenance and protection
of ecosystems

e Eye on Community Sustainability and Resilience - Focuses on the development of a framework for the
collection and sharing of urban environmental and social data that will enable us to develop towns and
citiesthat are resilient and better protected against vulnerabilities

e Eye on Water Security - Aims to support, facilitate and promote the development of a globally effective
water information infrastructure that will assist in community, national, multi-national, regional an
global efforts toward effective, sustainable, resilient water resource management and safeguarding this
vital resource

Foundational Special Initiatives: addresses issues that cut across the thematic Special
Initiatives and are seen as essential to supporting effective environmental and societal data
and information sharing.

e Eye on Access for All - Promotes Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development which calls for participation of all levels of society in the decision-making process
through three fundamental “pillars": access to information, participation in decision making and
judicial redress if such access and participation is not provided

e Eye on Environmental Education - Seeks to enhance environmental education and awareness in formal and
informal educational establishments. EOEE recognises that education is the foundation for positive change

e Eye on Global Network of Networks - Improving discoverability and accessibility of environmental data,
information and knowledge by linking existing and planned networks

The Sls are significant programs of work that are key to implementing the EoE strategy and improving the way
we collect, manage, share, access and use data. The Sls address some of the most pressing data challenges
to inform decision-making for sustainable development. The Sls provide opportunities for: developing networks
and partnerships addressing common needs for content development, sharing tools, technology and
infrastructure, adding value to current projects through incorporation of new ideas, accessing good practices,
protocols and standards, participating in pilot activities, replicating successful outcomes in other countries
and regions, as well as providing support to the SDGs.

The tagline of the Eye on Earth movement was:

Convene the community to celebrate 'best impact' data initiatives from around the globe.
Converge on key issues to reach consensus on solutions to greater data accessibility.
Collaborate to strengthen existing initiatives and where necessary, launch new ones.
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Eye on Earth Alliance

To expand on the achievements of EOE and reach a global audience, the EoE Alliance was formed in July 2014
in partnership with other organizations that aim to build and mobilize global support to advance the overall
EoE mission. The EoE Alliance continues to grow and today includes, in addition to EAD and UNEP: WRI, IUCN,
and GEO.

The expansion of the Alliance gave the movement more visibility and expanded the community base
through the addition of member organizations' communities. The formation of the Alliance allowed the
movement to reach a global audience in diverse and inter-related sectors and have a different thematic
scope on the environment side. Their collective expertise brings strength and diversity to the movement. The
Alliance members are working on finalizing the governance framework of the Alliance Secretariat and are
expected to have it ready for endorsement by the five organizations in early 2016.

-
H.E. Razan Khalifa im Steiner
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Eye on Earth Summit 2015 Themes

-

The EoE Summit 2015 built on the outcomes of the inaugural EoE Summit 2011 and sought to identify
solutions to fill the environmental, social and economic data gap to support informed decision-making for
sustainable development.

The Summit focused on sustainable development as an overarching theme, a month after the UN released
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September 2015, which will provide the impetus for change
and drive decision-making for sustainable development globally. The sustainable development goals and
targets will be followed-up and reviewed using a set of global indicators at the regional and national levels
which will be developed by member states, in addition to the outcomes of work undertaken for the
development of the baselines for those targets where national and global baseline data does not yet exist.

The indicators, which are currently under development, will need quality, accessible, timely and reliable
disaggregated data to help with the measurement of progress. Such data is key to decision-making.
EoE aims to improve the accessibility and availability of the different data sets needed at the indicators level.

EoE Summit 2015 took center stage to promote dialogue and drive international action that revolutionizes
the way we collect, access, share and use data and information for real-world change. The event sought to
foster a culture of collaboration through a network committed to achieving scalable impact for a
sustainable future.

Data demand: Including data acquisition and management, how data can be communicated and visualized
for optimal use, and current data requirements, challenges and solutions

Data supply: Including the availability of and access to environmental, social and economic data,
innovations in knowledge sharing and open access data, and the importance of crowd sourcing and citizen
science for information gathering.

Enabling conditions: Including the necessary legal, financial and technological infrastructures and
capabilities required to facilitate better availability of, access to and sharing of data.
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Eye on Earth Summit Program

The Summit program, designed and put together by the five Alliance members with support from the
SI community, focused on the three Summit themes within the context of sustainable development.

The main program consisted of the following activities:

6 plenary sessions - including opening and closing ceremonies. Each day started with a plenary
session discussing the day's theme. Each Alliance member planned and managed a plenary session.

26 breakout sessions - the breakout sessions were spread over the three days and allowed the
audience to have an in-depth discussion of the broader issues pertaining to each day's theme.

Other activities included:

19 Side events - the side events allowed for informal discussion meetings on different Eye on
Earth related issues.

8 Launches -this included launches of partners' and Special Initiative projects' products and reports.

3 Press conferences - the opening press conference was a presentation by the heads of the five Eye
on Earth Alliance partners where they discussed the importance of the global Eye on Earth movement
in helping to overcome the data challenge facing the world at a critical time for sustainable
development. Two other press conferences on the benefits of marine ecosystem services to
sustainable development goals and an update on the EoE SI milestones were held during the Summit.
30 Pecha Kucha - the Pecha Kucha, meaning ‘chit-chat' in Japanese, was an opportunity for the
Special Initiatives community to showcase the project fiches they have collaborated on producing.
With a simple yet tight format in which 20 slides are shown for 20 seconds each, the presentations
were focused, fast-paced and visually engaging.

Soug - the souq area showcased the eight Special Initiatives and their seed funded projects;
provided a forum to showcase project proposals to interested donors, partners, and the wider
community; and to facilitate a series of lightning talks to highlight various issues relevant to the Eye
on Earth community.The souq area also showcased some of the success stories in the Arab region and
AGEDIs Blue Carbon project outcomes. The souq was the heart of the Summit with delegates
congregating there for networking and collaboration opportunities.

Gala dinner - all Summit participants were invited to attend the Gala Dinner which was an
opportunity for socializing and networking outside the Summit's official sessions and activities.
Light activities took place during the dinner such as the wrap up of the day and the awarding of the
winner of the Data Visualization competition.
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Eye on Earth Summit 2015 Speakers

The EoE Summit 2015 featured a dynamic blend of prominent speakers from the
worlds of environmental organization, government, technology, and civil society.

Key Note Speakers

HE Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, Secretary General, Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi
HE Dr. Anwar Gargash, Minister of Foreign Affairs

HE Dr. Rashed bin Fahad, Minister of Environment and Water

HE Achim Steiner, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Program

Dr. Mohammed Al Ahbabi, Director General, UAE Space Agency

Dr. Thani Al Zayoudi, Director of Energy and Climate Change, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dr. Naoko Ishii, CEO and Chairperson, Global Environment Facility

Prominent Speakers

Dr. Barbara Ryan, Secretariat Director, Group on Earth Observations

Inger Andersen, Director General, International Union for the Conservation of Nature
Janet Ranganathan, Vice President, World Resources Institute

HE Dr. Taher Al Shakhashir, Minister of Environment, Jordan

Dr. Nadia Makram Ebeid, Executive Director, Center for Environment and Development for the Arab
Region and Europe

Dr. Mae Jemison, Astronaut, NASA

Professor Enrico Giovannini, Economist and Statistician

Pierre Yves Cousteau, IUCN Goodwill Ambassador

Dr. Nawal Al Hosani, Director of Sustainability, MASDAR

Dr. Muki Haklay, Professor of Geographic Information Science, College London
Felix Dodds, Senior Fellow, Global Research Institute
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Eye on Earth Summit 2015 Delegates

Eye on Earth Summit drew together 750 experts and leaders, from 103 countries
who represent the Eye on Earth global community.

Participants include representatives from:

Government and intergovernmental organizations
Private sector and industry
Civil society, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), philanthropy

Citizen science and academia

The delegates represented different regions such as the Arab Region, the Small
Island Developing States (SIDS), and South America

Participants were able to:

Network with a growing and unrivalled body of experts, thought leaders and decision makers, all
committed to helping secure a more sustainable future;

Hear about, discuss and contribute to the latest innovations and collaborative efforts in data generation,
management and application;

Gain access to the Sls, learn about their work and contribute to some of the most cutting-edge projects
currently leading the drive to close the data gap; and

Learn about the pioneering work of the expanding EoE community.

Felix Dodds, Senior Fellow, Global Research Institute
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Local Participation

There was a strong participation from different sectors in the UAE; government,
private, and academia.

Participants came from the following organizations, among others:
e Ministry of Environment and Water

e Ministry of Foreign Affairs

e Ministry of International Cooperation and Development
e Ministry of Energy

e UAE Space Agency

e Abu Dhabi Municipality

e Dubai Municipality

e Ajman Municipality

e Sharjah Environment & Protected Areas Authority

* Statistic Center of Abu Dhabi

e Urban Planning Council

e Abu Dhabi National Oil Company

e International Renewable Energy Agency

* MASDAR

* National Bureau of Statistics

e Sheikh Zayed Desert Learning Center

e AlAinZoo

e Zayed University
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- Arab Region Participation

Despite the Summit's global nature there was a focus on engaging the Arab Region
by having it strongly represented at the EoE Summit 2015 (25% of total participation).

Based on previous successful collaboration, the Center of Environment and
Development in the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE) facilitated the engagement
process by:

e Reaching out to the different relevant regional networks to attend

* Promoting the Region's achievements and activities related to environmental data practices

* Promoting EoE Summit 2015 on regional and global platforms through their networks and activities

* Promoting the EoE SlIs in the Arab Region to exchange experience and network with stakeholders and
scientists from other regions and showcase their work to a broader audience

e Developing a catalogue showing the various case studies and success stories in the Arab Region to be
distributed during the summit

¢ Developing aninteractive GIS map showing the environmental and hotspots diversity

The SI projects implemented in the Arab region were represented at the Summit,

including:

¢ The EcoCitizen World Map (ECWM) (Community Sustainability and Resilience SI) - A true embodiment of
citizen participation in the EoE vision. The project aims to explore the use of hand held data capture and
interview techniques at the neighbourhood level, to develop better spatial and resource awareness.
Originally launched at Rio+20, this project is currently being deployed in Cairo and Casablanca and there
are plans to add Lima to the pilot.

e The FALCON project (Disaster Management SI) - a MENA initiative that focuses on reducing
environmental, societal and economic losses due to natural disasters through the provision of
innovative Spatial Data Infrastructure governance.

¢ The Abu Dhabi Blue Carbon Demonstration Project (Oceans and Blue Carbon SI) - set out to investigate
coastal ecosystems and how they sequester carbon and service coastal communities. The project
successfully enhanced local capacity to measure and monitor carbon in coastal ecosystems,
providing concrete and persuasive evidence to inform policy making for the sustainable preservation
of these environments. The project was implemented in the United Arab Emirates.
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Summit Public Relations, Communications,

and Outreach

The Alliance Communications Committee consisted of nominated communication
specialists from each of the five Alliance members to provide strategic and
operational level decisions and guidance on the preparations for the EoE Summit
2015. The committee's endorsement was sought for all PR, Outreach, Marketing,
digital and social media communications related matters for the event.

10.1 Public Relations
EoE Newsletter - The View
During the preparation for the EoE Summit 2015, a total of 6 issues (issue #13 to 18) of the EoE

Newsletter were prepared and distributed to the growing EoE Community. After analysis the
readership of the Newsletter surpassed 1,000 readers.

Outreach

Members of the EoE Community were recruited to become Ambassadors for the movement and
represent EoE at 12 international events such as: the Geospatial World Forum in Lisbon in May 2015,
the World Environment Day in June 2015, and the Finance for Development Conference in Addis
Ababa in July 2015. A total of 4 Ambassadors were recruited. Thanks to their influence within

the EoE Community, they were able to galvanize support to the cause and promote EoE activities,
mainly through their social media channels.

Competitions

Three competitions were organized during the run up to the EoE Summit 2015 to help raise
awareness amongst youth, citizen scientists and data communities. The competitions managed
to increase the general public's following of EoE and stirred interest in the competitions' topics.
The 3 competitions were:

1. The blogger competition
2. The citizen science competition

3. Thedata visualization competition.

Winners of these competitions received recognition and certificates during the
3 days Summit.
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Media Engagement

Four Media outlets were hosted to cover the event. Twelve regional and global media partners
were engaged on the basis of a barter agreement to cover the 3 days of the Summit, including Sky
News Arabia, Shawati' Magazine and Bloomberg Business Week ME. A total of 35 different
publications/media houses [largely from the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region] were
accredited and attended the Summit. Around 50 press interviews were conducted with high level
participants and delegates.

Press Communications

A total of 984 press articles about the Eye on Earth Summit 2015 were published. These were
published mostly online. Major regional and global press organs published articles about the Summit.

In terms of numbers, this is equivalent to an audience reach of over 13 million, with an advertising
value equivalence of USD $3,069,684. All articles published about the Summit stuck to the key
messaging that was developed by the Communications Committee. The majority of the press
coverage was published in the MENA region with Pan Arab focus articles.

Sixteen press releases were prepared and distributed regionally and globally on a variety of topics
that include the Patronage of the Summit by HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the inauguration
of the Summit by HH Sheikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan as well as other press communications
linked to the press conferences that were held during the 3 days of the Summit.

Three Press Conferences were organised during the Summit in addition to various launch events of
Eye on Earth products.

Videos

A number of videos were developed to promote the event as well as part of the Summit itself.
These include 5 videos with the Alliance members' heads talking about their engagement in the
movement and encouraging delegates to participate in the Summit. A curtain raiser was developed
to captivate the audience and set the tone of the opening ceremony. Finally, an AGEDI promotional
video was also developed to recognise HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan's role in the launch of
AGEDI, as well as overviewing the major AGEDI projects undertaken since its creation in 2002.

Publications

A total of 8 opinion editorials were published in top tier media in the run up to the Summit. The
topics ranged from "Big Data for Big Change" to UAE heightens role in Sustainable Development".
Moreover, a total of 4 media Questions & Answers were published.
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10.2 Marketing
As part of the Marketing Communications strateqy, a number of publications
and marketing covement at large as well as the Summit.
Corporate Brochure
The first one of these publications was a corporate brochure that was produced in 4 different
languages (Arabic, English, French and Spanish).
Summit Flyer & Postcard
The Summit Flyer & Postcard were produced in Arabic and English and its main objective was to
promote the event to a wide audience.
Case Studies
Four case studies were developed to give better insights to the Summit participants of the nature
of the work Eye on Earth is involved in. The case studies were written on topics such as the Global
Network of Networks Foundational Infrastructure, Capacity Building, Resilient Communities for a

Sustainable Future, and Ecosystem Services. The case studies were produced in both Arabic and
English and were compiled into a booklet and distributed during the Summit.

10.3 Digital Media
Website

In the lead up to the Summit, the EoE Summit Website (www.eoesummit.org) received over 50,000
visits, with an average increase of 21% per month since January 2015. The users spent 3 minutes
on average on the website and viewed 3 pages per visit, which demonstrates interest in the content.

Social Media
Social Media was utilized to reach out to a global audience at minimal cost.
The Facebook fan base grew to more than 25,000 with a total reach of nearly 2 million.

The Twitter followers reached 1,276 with over 600,000 impressions. Social media was used to give
greater visibility to content such as the press releases of the EoE Newsletter.

Summit App
A software application was developed in order to reach to audience more easily and to facilitate
access to the agenda, the speakers profile and the topic of each session.
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- Eye on Earth Summit 2015 Outcomes

The Summit produced a set of action oriented statements with identified priority
areas including data-needs for policy-makers, capacity building for reporting
against the SDGs and harnessing the Data Revolution.

* The EoE Alliance partners agreed to formalize a governance framework and institutional arrangements
for an EoE Secretariat by early 2016. The five existing Alliance members - EAD, GEO, IUCN, UNEP and WRI
announced plans to enlarge the Alliance strategically to support regional and thematic interests,
and invited expressions of interest.

e The Summit highlighted the role of citizen science groups in supporting governments to fill data gaps,
particularly across the environmental and social dimensions of sustainable development. Citizen Science
was a major focus area within the Summit agenda and there was general consensus that reporting
against SDGs must include citizen science data. To this end, a global coalition of citizen science groups
will be established by the relevant actors and the Eye on Earth Alliance will continue to engage citizen
science groups so that new data can be generated in areas where gaps are evident. The importance of
citizen engagement in decision-making processes was also highlighted.

e The Summit generated renewed interest in addressing the enormous challenge of identifying and
delivering the environmental and associated socio-economic data needed to track the SDGs on a
global scale, and sharing knowledge among stakeholders engaged in the implementation of
Agenda 2030. The Summit's plenary and breakout sessions generated a lively debate on data demand,
data supply and the enabling conditions in response to the Summit's theme.

e The Summit produced a set of action-oriented statements embracing various policy, institutional,
programmatic, and technical level interventions needed to support informed decision-making for
sustainable development perspectives).

The priority areas addressed by these statements included:
- Needs Statement for policy makers
- Capacity building for reporting against the SDGs
- Data Revolution for Sustainable Development
- The role of technology support
- Mechanisms for inter-regional networking and knowledge sharing
- The data needs of the Arab Region
- Dataissues of Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
- Data issues relevant to polar and cold regions
- Building knowledge for healthy lives

- Anaction plan to implement Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration

- The role of Citizen Science in observation and reporting
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The Summit was an excellent networking opportunity to foster collaboration among an eclectic mix of
stakeholders. Diversity and informality are two major strengths of the EoE Network and participants
welcomed the engaging nature of the second Summit in line with the EoE brand mantra of - convene,
converge, collaborate. The Summit is establishing its own global niche as the "Davos for Data" by
building networks and capacity across diverse knowledge communities to improve decision-making
for sustainable development.

A comprehensive action-orientated packages detailing a number of mechanisms, recommendations
and practical actions embracing environmental and associated socio-economic data demand, data
supply and the enabling conditions needed to support informed decision-making and the 2030
sustainable development agenda.

Data and information challenges and opportunities for the SDGs was a common thread in most of the
deliberations throughout the Summit, and the general consensus that emerged was that:

- Country reporting against the SDGs requires diverse data that is timely, relevant
and reliable.

- The disparate nature of the data provider landscape will require close collaboration
and engagement of a wide array of governmental and non-governmental
stakeholders, including the private sector, to support the SDG reporting process.

- Capacity building and technology support must be intensified with strong
donor support in order to assist developing countries in meeting their reporting
obligations.

- Mechanisms to support people in greatly scaling up field data collection will
be essential.

- Innovative products and services, and innovative approaches will be needed to
track the SDGs.

- The Eye on Earth Network has a key role to play in facilitating institutional
networking and collaboration for tracking progress towards achieving the SDGs.

- Data mobilization has a substantial cost, and this must be projected to
maximize efficiency and ensure appropriate budgeting for long-term monitoring.

Ll el Uloes isuoaa bl Lol (sule aglisg ( Ry
preserving our heritage - protecting our futura ) =t

Executive Report | 16 EYE ON EARTH SUMMIT 2016



o/

o on eccd?

CONVENE | CONVERGE | COLLABORATE

SUMMIT PROGRAM




</

e oN e&(ﬂfg

CONVENE | CONVERGE | COLLABORATE

DAY ONE - DATA DEMAND 6th October 2015
08:30-10:00 Welcome, badge pickup, networking
10:00-10:10 Curtain raiser
10:10-10:30 Opening Ceremony: Convene, Converge, Collaborate

H.E. Razan Khalifa AlMubarak; Achim Steiner

10:30-12:00 Plenary 1: Welcome address - Data revolution and institutional transformation

Thani Al Zayoudi; Naoko Ishii; Mathis Wackernagel; Pierre-Yves Cousteau; Robbie Schingler

12:00-12:45 Netwaorking

12:30-13:00 Water Table - Open water map demonstration
GNON - Eye on Earth Community / Jordan Hastings

12:45-13:10 Deep dive into the GNON concept
GNON - Eye on Earth Community

12:45-14:00 Lunch
14:00-15:30 Track 1

1. Addressing policy making demand for data; dialogue between
decision makers and providers

Felix Dodds; Katherine Brekke; Nawal Alhosany; Robert Gurney; Ingrid Dillo
David Rhind; Marcos Silva

2. Biodiversity: Data gaps from global to local practice

Richard Jenkins; Franck Courchamp; Natasha Ali; Healy Hamilton; Tim Hirsch
Ackbar Joolia; Gary Geller; Majid Al Qassimi

3. Arab Region's environmental data challenges

Ahmed Abdelrehim; Asma Aba Hussein; Najib Saab; Adel Farid Abdel-kader
H.E. Nadia Makram Ebeid; lyad Abumoghli; Fathia Abdel Fadil
Anil Kumar; Mohammed Dawood Al-Ahmed

4. Measuring progress towards sustainable development:
priorities to meet the data demand

Constanza Martinez; Eugenie Regan; Guido Schmidt-Traub; Simon Stuart
Peter James ("PJ") Stephenson; Tanya Bryan

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break

EYE ON EARTH SUMMIT 2015 www.eoesummit.org
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DAY ONE - DATA DEMAND 6th October 2015

16:00-17:30 Track 2

5. Donors demand for data

Barbara Ryan; Tom Cummings; Sylvia Lee; Jackson Kimani

6. Building knowledge for healthy lives

Jacqueline McGlade; Hayat Sindi; Maria Neira; Seemin Qayum; Joni Seager; Parrys Raines

7. Environmental data for business performance

Martin Sneary; Leon Bennun; Bartholomew Judd; Simon Wilson; Ehab Eid; Scott Williams

17:30-19:45 Networking and side events
Launch events

17:50-18:20 Why partnerships and data sharing is essential for impactful conservation
of migratory species in the Gulf
EWS - WWF

17:50-18:40 Rio Principle 10 in Action - Launch of the "Implementation guide for the

UNEP Bali guidelines for the development of National Legislation on access to
Information, Public Participation and access to Justice in Environmental Matters"

UNEP

18:30-19:00 African Mountain Atlas
UNEP - CEDARE

17:50-18:20 Collaborative research and activist knowledge for environmental justice
EEB

18:30-19:10 The emerging Geographical Information Environment
EUROGI

18:50-19:40 UNEP Live, the National Reporting System and Web Intelligence: Facilitating
open access, data sharing and informed decision-making
UNEP

19:10-19:40 Implementing Eye on Earth - Creating common educational perspectives
EUROGEQ

19:20-19:50 Use of Space Technologies and Related Applications for Flood -

and Water-related Disaster Management
Water Security SI/ UNOOS

-22:00Plenary  Reception and Gala Dinner: Day wrap up

Jacqueline McGlade
Closing address; summary of the day & flash from speakers; UNEP Live data drive
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DAY TWO - DATA SUPPLY 7th October 2015
08:15-09:00 Africa and Pan-European region
UNEP - DEWA
08:15-09:00 Enabling the Data Revolution in the Americas
UNEP - DEWA
Launch events
08:20-09:00 MAWARED data community Portal (In cooperation with
Arab Ministries of Environment)
CEDARE
09.00-10.30 Plenary 2: Data Revolution-data supply side / Award for the visual context winner
Barbara Ryan; Muki Haklay; Christopher Tucker; Mary Glackin; Philemon Mjwara; Mae Jemison M.D
10:30-11:00 Coffee break
11:00-12:30 Track 3

8. Connecting networks to support environmental sustainability:
What GNON can do for you!

Bruce McCormack; Rob Atkinson; Steven Browdy; Rodrigo Barriga-Vargas; David Stanners
Ahmed Abdelrehim; Gail Hodge

9. Mobilising Data to support decision-making for SIDS

Ida Kubiszewski; Aditya Agrawal; Ryan Argentieri; Floyd Homer; Corinne Martin

10.Arab Civil Society : An Eye on Earth

Emad Adly; Majda Abu Ras; Mufleh Abbadi; Yomn El Hamaky
Fatma Zerouati; Salvatore Nigro

11.Data for sustainable development

Janet Ranganathan; Marc Levy; Louis Liebenberg; Gary Lawrence; Paul Van Gardingen

12.1t's an Urban World!

Fernando R. Echavarria; Kirstin Miller; Michele Petochi; Rosario Giusti de Perez
Carmelle Terborgh; Marsha Goldberg

12:30-12:55 Federating Water Data across the Gulf States - Issues, Opportunities
and Constraints

Environment Agency AbuDhabi and GPC Group
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DAY TWO - DATA SUPPLY 7th October 2015
12:30-13:00 GeoSUR Program
GEOSUR - PAIGH
12:30-13:05 Green Campus - The Global Universities Partnership on
Environment for Sustainability
UNEP
12:30-13:00 My unea.org - A new platform for mobilising Stakeholders towards a Healthy Environment
UNEP
12:30-13:00 Presentation of afedmag.com portal
Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED)
AFED
12:30-14:00 Lunch / Press Event
14:00-15:30 Track &

13.Global frameworks (Sendai, SDGs, UNFCC) - Opportunities for Eye on Earth?

Costis Toregas; Julio Serje; Sona Abo Zahra; Jurai Riecan

14.Decision-making in Water Security : Community strategy for success

Viktor Lagutov; Mark Sorensen; Mohammed Dawoud; Brenda Rashleigh; Lorant Czaran
Kirstin Miller; Philipp Saile; Emily Nilson; Carmelle J. Terborgh

15.0ceans and Blue Carbon - The Role of Mapping and Joint Fact Finding
in Efficiently Creating Community

Carl Nettleton; Christian Neumann; Maria Arreola; Mark Spalding; Dave Loubser; Karl Donert

16.Understanding the costs of knowledge:
Cost of data generation and maintenance

Tom Brooks; Richard Jenkins; Diego Juffe; NaomiKingston; lan May; Jon Paul Rodriguez

17.Data integration for effective monitoring of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Barbra Ryan; Jaqueline McGlade; Robbie Schingler; Marc Levy; PaliLehohla

15:30-16:00 Coffee break
Launch events
17:00-17:30 Community position on ecosystem services and their benefit to the SDG
AGEDI
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DAY TWO - DATA SUPPLY 7th October 2015

16:00-17:30 Track 5

18.Everyone is a supplier
Craig Hanson; Andrew Hill; Nick Wright; Brian Sullivan; Tuntiak Katan J.

19. Sustaining Communities in Upheaval - Data needs to support refugees
and vulnerable populations

Lorant Czaran; Daranee Petsod; Douglas Richardson; Ivan B. DeLoatch; Ziad Ayad

20.Special initiatives contribution to enabling conditions

Fares Howari; Jordan T Hastings; Lalanath de Silva; Ana Barreira

21.Innovations in Data Supply: Big data and how to manage it

Robert Chen; Stuart Minchin; llya Zaslavsky; Mark Reichardt; Brian Sullivan; Stefano Nativi

17.30-18.30 Plenary 3: Reaching audiences through innovations in visualization

Janet Ranganathan; Craig Mills; Trista Patterson; Angela Oduor Lungati; Craig Hanson

18:30- 18:45 Day wrap up

18:45-19:30 Environmental Monitoring Information system of Kuwait (e-Misk)

Environment Public Authority (EPA) of Kuwait

18:45-19:30 Citizen Scientists and their role in monitoring of local to global
environmental change

UNEP and Major Groups partners

19:00 Free for Networking
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DAY THREE - ENABLING CONDITIONS 8th October 2015
08:15-09:00 Perspectives from the regional GEO-6 assessments
UNEP - DEWA
08:15-09:00 A new map of global ecosystems for research, planning, and management

U.S. Geological Survey and Esri

Launch events
08:15-09:00 The Environmental Democracy Index
WRI
09:00-10:30 Plenary 4: Creating the enabling environment
Inger Andersen; Enrico Giovannini; Patricia Zurita; Carmelle Terborgh; Jeffrey Sachs
10:30-11:00 Coffee break
11:00-12:30 Track 6

22.Policies, partnerships and open data for sustainable development

William Sonntag; Simon Hodson; Leida Rijnhout; Chukwudozie Ezigbalike
Paul F. Uhlir, J.D.; ChuangLiu

23.Education for sustaining the planet

Daniella Tilbury; Ed Parsons; Emily Nilson; Mahesh Pradhan; Brian Waswala
Gayatri Raghwa; Kai Chan; Kirstin Miller; Viktor Lagutov

24.Principle 10 of Rio Declaration - For better environmental governance
and access for all in different regions

Alexander Juras; Andrea Sanhueza; Danielle Andrade; Tsvetelina Filipova; Jeremy Wates
Carlos De Miguel; Constance Nalegach Romero

25.Regional innovative approaches for cross regional cooperation in
Knowledge sharing

Frank Turyatunga; David Stanners; Shahira Wahbi; Sabah Nait; Ahmed Abdelrehim; Peter King
Rodrigo Barriga Vargas

26.Ensuring the capabilities exists

Mae Jemison M.D; Hon. Wilbur Ottichilo; Andiswa Mlisa; Jurry de la Mar; Luiz Augusto Machado
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DAY THREE - ENABLING CONDITIONS 8th October 2015

12:30-13:00 Open Data Networks - Opportunities and challenges towards
a global network

12:30-13:00 Innovation and Tradition: A sustainable vision for the Region through
Footprint Accounting

GFN

12:30-13:00 The European Environment: State and Outlook 2015
European Environment Agency (Arabic version available)
EEA - CEDARE

12:30-13:45 Lunch/ Press Event

13:45-15:15 Remote sensing and location enabling applications

Craig Hanson; Taner Kodanaz; Dr. Kumar Navulur; Lian Pin Koh; Steven Ramage
Justin Saunders; Anil Kumar

15:15-15:25 Coffee break
15:25-16:30 Feet in the field

Stuart Paterson; Alberto Campos; Nicolas Heard; Dr. Jacky Judas; David Kuria
Jean-Christophe Vié; Ayesha Yousef Al Blooshi

16:30-17:00 Reporting on the Summit outcomes

17.00 Closing Ceremony
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We the Ministers, and high-level representatives of government, business, academia and civil society (The
Eye on Earth Community) present at the first Eye on Earth Summit in Abu Dhabi from 12 to 15 December 2011,

Deeply concerned over the evidence of unprecedented environmental changes at all levels, including possible
irreversible changes with potentially negative implications for economic and social development, especially
for the poor and vulnerable groups in society, (1)

Conscious that cooperation on exchange of, and access to, timely, credible and relevant observations
and information among a wide array of actors is a critical part of the science-policy interface needed for
advancing the development and implementation of goals, targets and indicators for sustainable development,

Recalling Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, which amongst others
recognises that each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that
is held by public authorities, and that States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation
by making information widely available,

Recalling the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building (2) and emphasising
the importance of its full implementation,

Convinced that a strengthening of the capacity for managing, exchanging and facilitating access to
information in developing countries and countries with economies in transition will help advance the
development and implementation of goals, targets and indicators for sustainable development,

Conscious of the opportunities offered by the rapid advancement of information and communications
technologies for enhancing information access, exchange and management, and the importance of promoting
broader realisation of these opportunities,

Acknowledging the critical role of existing thematic and geographic networks and systems for exchange of
and access to information, including the role of the Group on Earth Observations (GEQ) and its land, seq,
atmosphere and space based Group on Earth Observations System of Systems (GEOSS), and also the role and
activities of the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association (GSDI) in delivering of spatial data platform to
facilitate data and service discovery, access and integration,

(1) From OP 10 UNGA Resolution 63/220 19 December 2008.
(2) UNEP Governing Council Decision 23/1-1, which adopts the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, 25 February 2005.
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Bearing in mind that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio in 2012 represents
an opportunity to renew the political commitment to the role of information in advancing sustainable
development, including as it relates to consideration of the Conference themes: green economy within the context
of sustainable development and poverty eradication, and institutional framework for sustainable development,

Noting the interest that has been expressed in considering the development of a global treaty based on
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration,

Expressing our deep appreciation to the Government of the United Arab Emirates for organising and hosting
the first Eye on Earth Summit in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Declare that we:

1. Aspire to a vision whereby decision-making for sustainable development, is empowered by the availability
and equitable accessibility of credible, relevant and timely information;

2. Decide that the objectives of our collaboration are to foster collaboration among communities, relevant
networks, systems, institutions and technology providers on the integration of economic, environmental
and social information in a shared information system for the advancement of sustainable
development by taking advantage of the rapid development of information and communication
technologies and by strengthening capacity building and technology support to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition;

3. Agree to advance our collaboration based on the following principles:
(a) The agenda for cooperation should be flexible, balanced, purpose-driven, issue-focused, and
time-bound yet durable and be developed in respect for the diverse range of stakeholders and

their governance structures so as to build trust among partners;

(b) The modalities for cooperation should be inspired by the subsidiarity principle so that functions
are performed in a distributed manner by those best placed to do so and information is kept
close to the source in order not to lose knowledge about its use and limitations;

(c) That effective mechanisms for the collection, management and dissemination of environmental

information are needed and the responsibility for quality assurance of the information lies with
those who collect or originate datag;

EYE ON EARTH SUMMIT 2015 www.eoesummit.org
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(d) Information should be made available in such a way that it avoids unnecessary duplication in data
collection, underpins reporting obligations, and supports decision-making;

(e) Environmental information should be available to the public, with any exemptions being defined in law
and interpreted narrowly having regard to the public interest in disclosure so that access to
information is timely, effective and affordable for all interested users;

4. Enhance efforts on incorporating environmental information and programmes into education curriculum at
all levels: primary, secondary and tertiary and developing life learning programmes for professional
development, such as distance learning activities;

5. Agree to work with the United Nations in establishing a forum for cooperation among sub-global and
thematic environmental information networks with a view to further enhancing their connectivity and
effectiveness in supporting assessments, information exchange and decision-making for sustainable
development;

6. Decide to work with the Group on Earth Observations (GEQ), other relevant initiatives and interested
partners in supporting the further development and expansion of the existing interoperability standards
for data and information exchange, as well as a global approach to the provision of web-based platforms
in support of information exchange;

7. Resolve to support the development of adequate institutional and legislative enabling conditions for
furthering the implementation of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, inter alia based on the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Guidelines for the Development of National Legislation on
Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (3);

8. Commit to engage in, and to strengthen existing initiatives already involved in, technical cooperation for
capacity building and technology support for access to and exchange of information in developing
countries and countries with economies in transition, including by supporting development of networks,
regional cooperation, data collection, research, analysis, monitoring and integrated environmental
assessment and legislative and institutional frameworks for access to information;

(3) Adopted at the 11th Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum of UNEP in Indonesia, 25 February 2010.
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9. Urge the further development of private-public partnerships for use of information and communication
technologies and encourage the private sector to use their research and development capacities to
enhance the implementation of national and internationally agreed goals and targets for sustainable
development;

10. Welcome the Eye on Earth Exhibition, the Special Initiatives identified and the technical work by the Summit
on policy, governance and institutional networking for information exchange; content and user needs;
technical infrastructure; capacity building, education and awareness-raising, and showcasing applications;

11. Following from this, intend to develop further the Eye on Earth Community, supported and facilitated by the
Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative (AGEDI) and UNEP, to progress the special initiatives
and other such projects and programmes, both existing and in the future, including the development of
national capacities;

12. Call on UNEP and all actors in development co-operation to assist developing countries and countries
intransition, when requested, through targeted capacity building programmes in their efforts to develop
adequate national legislation and support for public access to information in line with the UNEP
Guidelines on Principle 10;

13. Call on Governments, United Nations bodies, other international organizations, multilateral and bilateral
donor agencies, civil society and the private sector to further contribute to the implementation of
the Special Initiatives agreed by the Summit and the actions set out above;

14. Resolve to meet before the end of 2013 to review the progress of implementation of the current
declaration and consider the directions for further work.

We make these commitments with a view to strengthening the knowledge and information infrastructure

needed to advance human well-being and the three pillars of sustainable development: economic,
environmental and social.
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