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AGEDI is a facilitator that aims to leverage its knowledge network to enable informed decision-making,
with a focus on the Arab region.

The AGEDI Story

Access to sound environmental data and information is universally recognised as essential to achieving sustainable
development. A lack of access to this information in developing countries around the world has challenged policy-
makers to make vital decisions without the right data.

In February 2002, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) was listed as 141 out of 142 countries in Environmental Sustainability
Index (ESI), produced by the World Economic Forum - a ranking that shed light on gaps in the approach and criteria
used to develop the ESI rankings. It was established that the application of non-region specific measures and associated
indicators presented skewed results. The need to ensure readily accessible, accurate and relevant data from which to
inform sound environmental management, monitoring and performance became clear.

As aresult, the Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative (AGEDI) was inaugurated by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. AGEDI works
closely with its founders, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Environment Agency- Abu Dhabi
(EAD) towards achieving sustainable development.




AGED| serves as a resource and capacity-builder at the local, national, regional and international level.

AGEDI Today

AGEDI was formed to facilitate access to quality environmental data that equips policy-makers with actionable,
timely information to inform and guide critical decisions towards sustainable development, with a focus on the Arab
region and based on systemic problems that exist around the world.

AGEDI works in close coordination with EAD and UNEP to maximise information exchange for improved decision-
making at the local, national, regional and global levels. While UNEP supports AGEDI on an international level and
helps pave the way for environmental sustainability efforts in developing countries across the Arab region, EAD
supports AGEDI on a local level.

Furthermore, AGEDI's success is dependent on the engagement, feedback and endorsement of all its partners and
stakeholders; this extends from a project’s conception phase through to post-completion, where project findings
are used by partners and stakeholders to drive progress in sustainable development goals, and to inform decision-
makers for policy implementation. Organisations and entities, including the UAE Ministry of Environment and Water,
the Directorate of Energy & Climate Change (DECC) within the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA), and the Emirates
Wildlife Society-World Wildlife Fund (EWS-WWF), continue to play a pivotal role in all AGEDI projects.

Role

Information is the foundation of sound decision-making. An effective environmental management
systemis entirely dependent upon the use of a consistent cluster of parameters and methodologies
for data collection and refinement, in addition to an aligned framework for conversion to
information, and comparison.

In developing countries, as in much of the Arab region, inconsistencies and lack of
alignment tasks decision-makers with effecting change without complete or contextual
understanding of environmental impact. AGEDI’s role is to alleviate this challenge.

AGEDI’s process is collaborative and designed to make relevant environmental
data and information accessible to all stakeholders in the form — and at
the time — required to facilitate its use. Using a bottom-up approach,
AGEDI works to identify the needs of its stakeholders — whether
governments, agencies, inter-governmental organisations, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), or academia — to pinpoint
where data, information, or accessibility gaps lie, and how
best to address them.

AGEDI leverages its network of global experts to
facilitate environmental capacity-building in a
systematic fashion. This not only ensures the

application of tried and tested international best

practice, but helps sustain existing efforts for
knowledge and expertise transfer.

AGEDI helps maximise impact by providing anintegrated framework
that can encompass collecting, refining, assessing and comparing
quality data on critical dimensions of environmental achievement,
combined with a mechanism for improved environmental monitoring.



Highlighted Projects

Abu Dhabi’s State of the Environment

Sector Papers on Abu Dhabi's State of the Environment
were first released in 2006. Three years later, AGEDI
revisited the nine papers, with the aim of updating
information and re-engaging stakeholders to reinforce
the partner network. All the information and data was
catalogued into a knowledge base that the stakeholder
community could access and further develop via the
Geospatial Portal, now known as the Environment Agency
— Abu Dhabi Geoportal www.enviroportal.ead.ae.

Local, National & Regional Biodiversity Rapid
Assessment

Based on the ‘Systematic Conservation Planning’ concept,
AGEDI's Local, National & Regional Biodiversity Rapid
Assessment project identified which terrestrial and marine
ecosystems are under the most pressure, how well they are
represented in protected areas, and where the spatial priorities
should be for future conservation implementation within the
Abu Dhabi Emirate, the UAE and the Arabian Peninsula.

The Biodiversity project brought together more than 270
collaborators from the UAE, the region, and across the globe.

Local, National and Regional (LNR) Climate
Change Programme

In 2008, AGEDI, with support from EAD, completed the first
climate change vulnerability assessment for the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi and determined that several systems and
sectors were highly vulnerable to climate change. However,
information on the environmental impact is limited in many
regions, pointing to gaps in data and studies.

AGEDI has embarked on the next phase of the assessment,
facilitating the Rapid and Systematic Climate Change
Impacts, Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment
for Abu Dhabi, UAE, and the Arabian Peninsula, which
encompasses 12 highly integrated sub-projects across
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the UAE and the Arabian Gulf.
The sub-projects are being completed over a four-year
period, ending in 2017, and are organised around five

Source: European Space Agency (ESA

adaption of each: regional climate change, environment,
water resources, coastal zones, and socioeconomic
systems. The Programme involves more than 500
stakeholders and partners.

The Blue Carbon Project

Having identified a need among local environment
agencies for the study of coastal ecosystems in 2013,
AGEDI collaborated with local environment authorities
and international experts on Phase | of the Blue Carbon
Project (Abu Dhabi Blue Carbon Demonstration Project).
Following field work conducted in various coastal areas
of the Abu Dhabi, the project illustrated the full potential
of coastal ecosystems for carbon storage and their
other benefits, and through the initiative of over 100
collaborators, the values of Blue Carbon and related
ecosystem services were incorporated into the Emirate’s
coastal and marine management policies.

The success of the Project led to the initiation and
completion of Phase Il, which expanded the science to
the national level, and extended the understanding and
valuation aspects of coastal blue carbon ecosystem
services. AGEDI's Blue Carbon work helped enhance local
capacity to better manage their ecosystems, and also
provided lessons learned for regional and international
replication. Furthermore, Phase Il includes the Contingent
Ecosystem Services Valuation project, which determined a
framework for compensation related to the environment.




Partnership Projects

Arab Region: Atlas of Our Changing Environment

The Arab Region: Atlas of Our Changing Environment
was developed by AGEDI in partnership with UNEP, with
the aim of drawing attention to environmental change in
key selected areas in West Asia. The Atlas examines the
environmental change that has taken place at more than
80 locations across the Arab region, using a combination of
on-the-ground photographs, current, and historical satellite
images, with a narrative based on extensive scientific
evidence. The publication illustrates how humans have
altered their surroundings and continue to make observable
and measurable changes to the global environment.

Eye on Earth (EoE) Summit

In 2011, AGEDI, together with UNEP and EAD, began a
worldwide movement with the launch of the inaugural
EoE Summit. The successful event saw the initiation
of eight Special Initiatives (Sl's) that draws together a
broad set of stakeholders across environmental, social
and economic sectors to converge and collaborate to
support informed decision-making for sustainable
development.  With Alliance partners UNEP, Global
Earth Observations (GEO), the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and World Resource
Institute (WRI), EoE strives to enable the generation,
maintenance, sharing and application of environmental,
societal and economic data and information, provided by
the diversity of knowledge communities. The Alliance
hosted the second Eye on Earth Summit in October 2015,
with AGEDI as the key facilitator.

The Environmental Atlas of Abu Dhabi Emirate

Recognising a growing demand for user-friendly information
about the environment, AGEDI and EAD developed The
Environmental Atlas of Abu Dhabi Emirate. In a beautifully
illustrated format, the Atlas tells a story about Abu Dhabi's
environmental heritage, including geological history, water
resources, marine and terrestrial habitats, oil and gas
resources, human development and challenges society
might face in the future. The Atlas presents concepts and

scientific information in a manner that is understandable
to a wider audience, and is fully available with interactivity
and supplementary educational resources at www.
environmentalatlas.ae.

Indicator Reporting Information System (IRIS)

In partnership with UNEP’s Division of Early Warning &
Assessment (DEWA), AGEDI is coordinating efforts to
develop a web-based information system that automates
all data processing to facilitate enhanced decision-making
related to the environment. Previously known as the
National Reporting Toolkit, IRIS will simplify and speed
up the calculation of values for indicators according to a
reporting schedule, which can be made to be far more
current and accurate than existing methodologies to do
so, based on relevant circumstances and issues. IRIS can
be used at all levels of government, from sub-national
to global, and across geographies. Furthermore, reports
generated by one IRIS can be used as a data source by
another RIS, i.e. a federal ministry can prepare national
reports from reports submitted by state-level entities.




Key Success Stories

Sector Papers on Abu Dhabi's State
of the Environment (

State of Environment Abu Dhabi (SOE)
cuhgl - iyl dla yyaj

2009

Indicator Reporting Information System (IRIS) (
Eye on Earth Summit 2015
Eye on Earth Alliance

Ecocity World Summit 2015 40N RS} <

(RIS) vlogleall yla ok pibgo N
2015 “ il wile (ue” aad

Al e e @l

2015 awllell &l 1o aas

® AGEDI

All resources are available to download at al olilw allell cubhgl 6jako

Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative



yjLiall jpl

AGEDI inception at WSSD
ol awollell quhgl 6jako Gl
aolaiall awail) awallell aadll adull

Abu Dhabi Environmental
Performance Index

gl wo il <Dl ihgo

Eye on Earth Special Initiatives
Eye on Earth Alliance
Climate Change Programme Phase |
anlll “ Ayl wle cue” Shako
‘DUl yle e’ Wl
wnlioll peill 20l go wgll aayal

Blue Carbon Phase |l

Climate Change Programme Phase |l

Gl gl ggpivo yo aultl alyal
wnlall pill 2ol (o awlll ayall

an initiative of :yo 62l
(;;\v et
:\]\T'\I%y; énvir‘onmg;ntAgerfcy-ABUSHAsl igusiUl 8‘09‘0‘” ule 6p0qio jalnall 02

AGEDI.org



<Spwll g0 gLl

(IRIS) Gloglaall yjléi ol pbgo

20 yoleill al bl aallell yuhgl 6jalo Cé.;
owaillg Sl iUl puné — aiull 623iall ool 1ol
asub wle iilogleo plk yghil 2ggal (DEWA)

2in jjjoi alac ot aols ol adleo aiaill cugll
1l ologleall pylai obvi pibgo Jguwg iyl ol
(NRT) &gl yjlail alac] ahoh auwl bilw e
ol Jgaall laog wlbgall ou6 wlwa alac o grng
bl 2@l (o ad3 st g gl gSoy wnall ylaih yalall
Llndllg Woll wile iy JSiing yyldil (1o acieoll
e logleall pyléi ak 1ibgo olaitwl (Sayg .alnioll
«awollell wllg awhgll g2 (o wangall Lligiwo guoa
olaiwl ySoy el e Lhog .awheal @gbliall yeg
Slogleall ylai ki Glbgo aaf go 8yalall )l

AT Glogleall 1)léi aki 1ibdo) dnwlg bl janos
awhgll pyladl alac] ayabil ylig) ooy Jliall Juw wiles
gl ungiwo e GULSI (o aoaaall yylail o

“gpaaioll Lty yolhi:ayll ashioll”

aahiall” eyl olilw awllell cuhgl 6jako wygh
000l 20ly 2o ashuill “opsiall ity yulhl :ayell
Lﬂ.UJ.”J_lQJJI | ol cwd) WWaay elag adull 6aniall
et TN h_u)l Wi U6 621200 apwy) Ghlio (o
g:mm_oLQogo80U.0p5IuL0u33Ln3J|u_ﬂMIJ.Lle
adh jgn o wjo plaiwl clag awpell adhiall By
auale aal wul aitwy apw Q0 auclin)l jLod Dl pe ay)li
Ghlioll il e «0s g -iiall angig . glhill aewlg
0oy wlpen oball (o oojlaiwlg . 0g dbhnall
agollell aiyl e lawlog laihnllo

Bl wle guc ansd

auhgyl - aiyl aiwg aiwl 631all ol 1oly o yoleill

ololl 1o auiyl wlill) awallell yuhgl 6)3ko Cuaw
10ubg .yl uile guc aad aliol go awolle &sn 2011
acgaao o anlh whabo wiilal aly bl baall e

acloinllg asul olelhall @lito 1o 1Sl o aewlg
awgjao wlilo alil aca o lgigleig lgéild aalniollg
2oliy Jio lSp1h 20 Laiglang .aolaiwall ayail gia1
Wyl any wieall gupallg (UNEP) aiyll 621iall ool
(UCN) auhll utle hlanl) (igall alaillg (GEO)

ule (uc and tiewi (WRI) awllall ajlgall 12@e0qg
byl Gubig Jalig ailng gl gusoll 620k yayll
lowoad) il .aalnio Vg auweoinollg auiul logleallg
ulle gue &as @il Wlhiwlg .aoeall olecine cqil
wuhgll 83l (gSiwg 2015 pais (o atil yyll

o) gyl ahiall eyl ol awollol

wubgl §)loY wiiwl yaliall

il e Guhill anu wlogleall wile ayliio wlh hag)
aiyll aiog auiwll ol aollell qubhgll 63l colsg
20 (ngyg gl éjlol iyl yulnll erg gl -
wuhgll 8jlol iyl Gl ans anlgg Jsaa iy yolbl
adlg aglall jlgallg viaglgnll aytl la o Loy
&l awoudl ] aolal jlallg haill 3lgog apl Jilgallg
02819 . biwo ganall (16 lagalgi 26 wull vl
w2l &0ggao adyjhy dyale wlogleog auwlao yulhl
20g0ll ue alolSiog alleldy awodoi lgo j0gig .40l
www.environmentalatlas.ae :igpUl




Source: European Space Agency (ESA)

aotillg .adalwll @hliallg .aslall 3ylgallg ailg
500 go st asjlivo 20l ganyg .ayalnis Ul aycloiall

@il ggusll ggjuino

ohill awla) auholl aiwl ollsg gy aall 32y o
6alio cuiglei ¢un 2013 plall gio abwll anglgsyl
ayholl ail wlhlw go il Sl aallell qubhg
gl gg;.uhf) g0 wlgll aagall e EL'H*Jg:]JI .cl).]_.j”cg
Jlas] 2219 (g5l gousll vnaluyy Ul yubhgil ggpino) Gjjll
w16 aaliall alhlwll ghlioll gio qulyall Jaall olelal
anglgll ahill aloldl GUlsoll gopirall anrg) wdrg)l
6aball JUa (oo 6120l 0ailgog yausll (Al aualull
&0l ygusll e wyal (ggleio 100 o 4isT qulaig
ojla] wlwlw w16 alnll vla anglgll okl tloaig
gl glol aypdlg alalwll ghliall

aiwl Ul awllell yubhgl 6)3bo ggpibo alyy aowg
jLigl e wg wullg eyl alapall o clawlllg <2l
Oudig 096 wewgg gl wigiwall w] alall
bl @0l yusll anglgSl phail wload wilga
wle agill ol asallell qubgl 6jabo Jac aclwg
8)12) anall wlhaall pjei gio Gyll ggusl cgpio

g0 6alaiwll cuoi Las W Jrol Sy anglgSll ahil
aglil alyall layl gonig .ggallg yuols Ul Glhill

jlhl 221 (nallg adjlll anwll odhill wload owédi cgpo
b Gleidll yugeil

wubgl 6jloY aiwl Al pysi

olc o wgll épall yubhgl 8jlol adyl alla 87 jan
awllell wuhgl 8jalo walel wwlgiw &I 1919 2006
Cuy Wy elJag aewil @hgll uro phill agwl ol
Jolgdl a$iah pjeil Sl jga 8aleiwlg Wlogleall
o wlbldlg wlogleall guoa awgd waig .0Qgeo
Loyghig Law| Jogngll clSpl) S0y il aoeall 62cld
awolenll algdl ol gl el gl .aylSogull algdl ue

www.enviroportal.ead.ae :qubgﬂ - awl aual

whwoll waglgull ggill Jalall ousill ggjpuo
walsllg  wihgllg

Jholl ciaglgll cqill Jalell ouaill ggpino olo
awallell yuhgll 6)3Lo @ioad yall yradslllg yuihgllg
i)l hihall” oggao ] Taliwl agil oy
aunyll anglgSUl phill ol 22 “adll wle adholaall
ohil 0a® 6392 w10 Log pSUl heenll e aupillg
awilsall oLglgll g ol vy wig «auoaall ghliall (o
620l ayell wlilollg yuhgl gjlol Jala hodll aail
gl cgpio 02169 . hdiwall 1o awell dpjall adg
adhiallg uljloll aJga (o Ligleio 270 (o psl ytaglgull

.oJlallg

wiosllg wnihgllig wlaall wialioll paill aolip

2008 ololl g6 &yl wlill wallell yuhgll 63lko cail
wilgy) awsi Jol «qubhgl - aiyl aie go yglaillg
el gl 1S3 cun wauhail 6)lo] w16 wilioll peill won
H& ) 624 aryeo glolll o wlelhallg okl o
il g0l ge wlogleall (1o jgné Wlie «ella gog . aliall
bl (o wlpei agag il puiy Lo «ghblioll (o pis (o
olwlallg

il alyall el ol awllell cuhgl 6jako Wiug
vaiollg Jalall owail laie a5 il owdill 120 (o
wubhgll (1o aeo WiSillg il awblog ralioll peil oyt
lcgpuio 12 2ol Jasiyg .agell pjall abg hlollg
aahiog ol algag yuhgl ojlol 1o lolsio leyo
e aycjall gylinall o lawll Wh yyg el a3l
ki 269 .2017 polall (1o cnaiii wlgiw gJJT w110
neil wang Ul aalleal aucgngo willao duwoa willga
ol cowd Ul el o JS wo aeo wusillg wualiall




a9l cwaldlllg cuhgllg cuhrall Slhgiwall wile cijadll <l janas adwll Slilull dwllell cubh gl 612ko Jaor

ooyl agwl ol awllell quhgil 6)3ko

16 4o byl 3Ll agles jjoi asolsg a6:63 ay olly wll Jongll Jgus s aul ol asllall ubgl 6jalso L
bl wle 2Ly «lJag a._T_ngB awpell Jol wile syl 20 «olatwo Jdiwo G181y 16 oguy Loy auiwll wlwluwll glin
.odlell <Ll 101 aalgi yuill duaaiall

Jol «adul) 62qiall ro.ofJI aolip»g «x=r1__d'_‘lggi - iyl dwo» go WiS e Grwidl auiyl obill duallell uungi 6jaluo Joeig
8)aluo &iull 6a1i0ll ool poliy acyg .auallellg dyaulsllg duihgllg adaall wbgiwall wile ol all Alail jjeig wlogleall
ayolil Yool yio iyl aolaiwll agga olol Gyl 1mai wile loacluyg ygall 1penll wile aiwl olily aallell qubhg

ol penll vile yubhgll - adyl aie Laacai Laiy . ayell adhiall il giaa 1o

6jalwall jga

woludll Jolge go aduio alis wile LS aaiei agyl 6jlall ol vl aylleas .aadw whls ginl yolwll yie wlogleall gl
Laijléog wlogleo w] Lalgai) Guwlio Jac jlhl wl] asla] bl Jyaeig goa) wlasidllg

Jol8l ogall yga o puei Gl jhdll weiln wile Grwiig Glwil agag pac yapdy «awpell Jgall pheo Jio cuolil Jgall (no
ndail 130 dgen 4o el go il Clib dallll wuhgl 65340 939 .l il

8y0gio alnll ula adwl wlogleall ol Jei) dndno wieg (gleil uile j<ij auil olilul aallell g 6)alo dneiog
6)alwo Joei wlell wl] 6aclall o dyaclni aylao alaiclg leolaiiwl Lo wglhall - cogll (rog — JSuill LSl aols)
ol dwogsh ¢ wlahio gl awog$h lohio gl wliw gl wlogsh IgilsT - Sl olalial 13215 wile agwl il aallell qubgl

.0lgaall 020 01y &aiSg oyl Jgngll &lsol gi wlogleall g wlilyl yio wigaall golso wile Sl - aoyalsi ©luwgo

il ol <Ly oo Laslios uil asollall ol @S o adull bl asallll qubgl 8j3L0 yatug

“las pguy | daio Géaillg Lojlial o vl adgall olwjlaoll Jasl guhi hao gary U lasg . oo wglwl
olpallg Wjleall Jail dgawll 1ggal dolaiwl (o

Jac b 11667 e 3¢S0 13 uunsl wul il jyjei o gl ol asallell wubgl 6j3o agwig

oljlaill dawliva alei Gog allell 6agall wla wlilwl &jlaog LOwdig grwajg gaa Jouy Jolsio
-ainaall adill alsd) aul | asla) «agiul

aaiey . ayiwl bl ayollell yubhgl 6jalo diaén gall aladl gle el wl] aslall
01l Labilg agilelhi] yycg llnall wlanig <Ll bl wile i) JSay
02101 30 Lol 20y Lo &alapo wiia 656 ggpiall LS gl io «la aiol &y
Wlaoll goall ggpirall 25l Alnall wlanig ISl paaiwl 169
el clind wlogleall nyadi elJasq .aolaiwall auoill anll
931 wliwllg vlohioll yo 21c welg .olwluwll i
wuhgl 6)3Lo Lewadi vl gyliall @liao (o Lol
aiyll 6yljg tagwl wlcg il ol awallell
621iall aypell uljloll dga o olwllg

alia)l peig aslall ygguv 6ylalg
ulloll ayeoag «auylill glig 1o
| ggainll go ygleill ahall sLal

sl ggn) iallell



aclin wSai anaw lailogleo asubd po laialoiw! JUs pog bl Sl awllell wuhgl éjako g
.&9lgls eyl Jol e jusyill o ol

Jub 269 .qralle uen wile ay lojieo ol Las waolaiwall ayoill @b Lol ol pie) doyw iy wlogleog wlly wul Jangll
ulle Jgml yga 3o agn alls lgaan s lwlul wieilnl bas o)l Jga awolll Jgall (o wlogleall 0ae will Jgngll pac
aannll bl

wnaiioll ojany (nall &yl dolaiwll 1ibdo wile aga 142 Jnl go 141 jSall (16 6aaiall ayell oliloll dga cla 2002 yluo (1o
pleo Gubi T g pibdall alacy dacieall pleallg aylaoll wio wlgaall uile gl wuill 1ae hlw 189 .ollell (alnis Ul
Jiall e wlily wle Jgmll glon wl aalll &anlg wag .abgleo aili wul wal Ley anlill wlbdallg dashio J< 63310 pe

2002 olell (1o () “aill bl agallell yubhgl 8jabo” Gllh| gles Ji ulj g aaud Al gaawdl waln el el &
2ol Jowwwdo go Gig JSuiy adul ol aallell yubhgl 8)alo Joeig . gpwiloga 1o aolaiwall il axallell asall Jila




®AGEDI | ..

R \] \ [/ ‘y W Bgl-d ddldiy a
eyl ol ewallell cukhgll 6jako N L Environment Agency - ABU DHABI
Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative UNEP

auiwdl olilw awallell yubhgl 6)alo | AGEDI
.Lwlleg Wlao . polaiwo Juiwo Gu6ail Jooi

AGEDI.org

info@AGEDI.ae



