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need for planned and wide-ranging approaches to ecological management  on Biological Diversity (CBD). migratory and endangered species such as the knowledgeable fishermen with a practical [ _ p 4 \
and conservation. Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) and to those understanding of sustainable fisheries and { L f W g ‘rv‘j_’,v / =
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Terrestrial Protected Areas Network
Abu Dhabi is gradually designating an increasing number To achieve this goal, an 'ecosystem approach’ is o e g s _ ; V/ | A
of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). The total area of being implemented that integrates land, water e sensitivity and Importance of the marine \\ /4w /an | : -/ N\ \ T AN\
declared MPAs is presently over 6,500 km?, which represents and biodiversity management to promote environment is mirrored in terrestrial habitats, Jebel Hafit Protected Area (proposed) \N “
5.7% of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi waters. conservation and sustainable use. The approach which also, together with their flora and fauna, - _ o | ' '
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processes, functions and interactions among EAD has formally designated one area as a Terrestrial & such as the Arabian Tahr (Hemitragus jayakari) and the )
Al Yasat Protected Area organisms and their environment. Significantly, Protected Area (TPA) and is in the process of Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus). To protect \
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the critically endangered Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys priority areas, EAD is taking the first steps down a long and difficult path to maintain 96 km® as a Terrestrial Protected Area. ‘
imbricata). The islands were settled from the 1% century AD the delicate balance between development and the environment. But simply declaring 4 - — —N —e e =
until the mid-20™ Century. Their archaeological sites are of a protected area is not sufficient. Biodiversity management also includes research,
national and regional importance. Multiple environmental monitoring and restoration. In addition, law enforcement and capacity building is
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various stages of their life cycles. 'No take' areas are a actions a_I:ld others wi!l herlp nTaintai{l a r_lethrk 0}‘ protected areas and ensure In the early 1960s, the late Sheikh Zayed,
promising tool for managing fish stocks and may help conservation of the Emirate’s unique biological diversity. concerned about the potential extinction
reverse declining fish abundance observed in recent years. - of the Arabian Oryx, ordered the N NS W\ -
. o establishment of a captive breeding _ 3 -
programme at Al Ain Zoo. As a result of A\ s/ B\ ¥/ = Y ~ )
this and other programmes, there are A\ iy : - * O
now approximately 4,000 Arabian Oryx \ A\ : ‘
in the UAE, permitting a release —— A N A e
programme to be launched. An area of
7,904 km? of suitable habitat has been \\
P — y g _ B = /3 /A identified in the south-east corner of the ' o s, N\ - e, s N by il '/ /s .
OIECTEDAREA S = — AR . Vs s ' ' " At Emirate. A release of 98 individuals was P\ N\ | a / \V/ /4 TR \\ /7
iy : ' K- \ ' carried out in 2007 and by 2009 there \V% (8 W
were over 150 Arabian Oryx in the TN : X N A
release site. ‘ \ )
Al Wathba Wetland Reserve TPA S P\ P o /AY/A
Al Wathba Wetland Reserve is a 4.9 km? L \ |
artificial wetland with a rich biodiversity of e . 3 : -
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Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus), A\ N\ N\
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Bul Syayeef is a 282 km? protected area =\ N
located just west of Abu Dhabi \ |
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